Biology of lung cancer.
New treatments of lung cancer are likely to develop from a greater understanding of the biology of lung tumors and the mechanisms of carcinogenesis and tumor progression. It is clear that numerous molecular genetic changes are present in lung cancer. Some of these changes, eg, mutated oncogenes, are found in other tumors. They provide clues about the carcinogenesis and pathogenesis of lung cancer. The relationship between these genetic changes and prognosis is becoming clearer. Study of membrane receptors for growth signaling and interaction of cells with their environment has identified factors relevant to prognosis and possible targets for therapy. Model systems to interfere with growth signaling have been developed.